Words: Program No. 17: Charles Amirkhanian

Identifier

W.1969.12.29.c4

Description

Onein aseries of programs produced by Clark Coolidge that feature the works of |ate 20th century poets, sound
poets, and authors. This recording features an early, hour long, text-sound composition by Charles Amirkhanian,
one of the premiere artistsin the field of sound poetry. Amirkhanian utilizes all the tools available at thetimein
creating this hypnotic interplay between sound and meaning. By deconstructing language into its most basic
elements and then rearranging and layering them, Amirkhanian manages to create something totally new yet still
familiar, and not to be missed. While other artists have since used digital samplers and computersto create
similar works, the fact that this piece was created largely through the splicing of quarter inch tape makesit al
the more impressive.

Musical Selections
Words (1969) / Charles Amirkhanian
Artists

Amirkhanian, Charles (features)
Coolidge, Clark, 1939- (features)



