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Description

From a program first broadcast on June 25, 1962, John Whiting presents some early 78 rpm recordings of works
by Béla Bartok. Although the recordings suffer from the scratches and other distortions typical of old shellac
discs, the quality and historical nature of the performances are such so asto allow for some imperfectionsin the
recording medium. Of particular interest is Bartok’s “ Concerto for Orchestra” performed by the Concertgebouw
Orchestra of Amsterdam, under the direction of Eduard van Beinum, in which the scratches during the soft intro
quickly give way to arobust presentation of one of Bartok’s latter orchestral masterpieces. The recording quality
of the following selections of piano music is more problematic, but given that they are performed by the
composer himself, who introduces each piece in his native Hungarian, make them of some historical interest,
while the pieces themselves are representative of his seemingly simple yet distinctly elegant style of
composition.

Musical Selections

Concerto for Orchestra (1943, rev. 1945) (36:15) -- Evening in Transylvania (" Este a Székelyeknél”), for piano
[No. 5 from “Ten Easy Pieces’ (" Tiz Konny? Zongoradarab”)] (1908) (2:42) -- Bear Dance ("Medve Tan”), for
piano [No. 10 from “Ten Easy Pieces’ (" Tiz Konny? Zongoradarab”)] (1908) (1:42) --

Fifteen Tunes, for piano [from the collection “For Children” (" Gyermekeknek/Pro déti “)] (1908-10) (12:24)

Artists

Concertgebouworkest (features)
Whiting, John (features)

Bartok, Béla, 1881-1945 (features)
Beinum, Eduard van (features)



