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Description

Laetitia Sonami, Pamela Z, Donald Swearingen, are seen on the stage of the Cowell Theater of the Fort Mason
Center in San Francisco, rehearsing their work “MonaLisa,” prior to itsU. S. premiere as part of the 4th Other
Minds Music Festival in November of 1997. L aetitia Sonami, Donald Swearingen, and Pamela Z, collaborated
with Japanese video artists Visual Brainsto create “Mona-Lisa’,” afull-length performance work employing live
music and video. “Mona-Lisa’ is set in three large sections each introduced by a spoken narrative from atext by
Melody Sumner Carnahan. In each section the narrative is followed by amusical section which evolves with
increasing levels of complexity, finally disintegrating into its constituent elements, a sort of sonic dust. Sonami's
computer-generated rhythms form the backdrop against which the disintegration is measured. PamelaZ's
vocalization represents alyrical element whose repeated appearances serve to reconnect us to the elemental
Mona. Swearingen's percussive and metallic samples provide layers of punctuation and accentuation to the
thematic elements. Visual Brains video displays provide the visual architecture for the cityscape in which we
imagine the events are unfolding.
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